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Amador Central's new Number 8 on a construction 
train near Martell, Cal., August 11, 1945. The 
44-ton diesel-electric will replace steam power 


when current track relaying is finishede--staff. 
photo. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet Ms 


With the end of the fighting we are looking forward to 
the return of the railfans in the service. To The Western 
Railroader and the Northern California Railroad Club it will 
mean the return of some of the most active members and fans. 
Some fans will not be as active as before, others more so. 
They will find some changes, however, that the war has forced 
upon our hobby. There have been no fan-trips during the war 
on the scale of those with which you are most familar, and 
it will take time to develop the organization necessary for 
well-planned trips. We have the good offices of Railroad 
Boosters and Railway & Locomotive Historical Society who 
will be active to bring really fine trips into being. In 
cooperation with them our organization and its friends can 
act to bring the railfan trips back as a regular occurrence, 
It will be slow-going for a while for the railroads will be 
very busy with the returning vets, but 1946 will surely see 
the fan trains running again. 


As regards photography we face a problem of re-establish- 
ing the cordial acceptance of railroad photographers by the 
operating personal. The railroad officials and employees have 
not seen railfans on the property during the war for the rules 
laid down for national defense have been very well observed by 
practically all fans. Today that ban is being relaxed, but 
the organization setup by’ the railroads to protect railroad 
properties may well be unprepared for the peace. The general 
orders of absolute exclusion have not yet been withdrawn, nor 
are they apt to be withdrawn without reservationse Such rules 
have a habit of remaining long after the reason has disappeared, 
The railfan has a right to expect that the enforcement of subh 
rules be relaxed and the rule replaced by orders more in keepi T 
with peacetime conditions. The railfan has always the respon- § Amador 
sibility to the railroads of preserving safe conditions. The § umber 
rule of "Safty First" will always apply to bar fans from places§ and we 
of danger, but agreement must be reached as to the extent of Arthur 
railroad photography. the tr 





The September meeting of the Northern California Rail- three 
road Club gave indications that the post-war activities will plotur 
be even more extensive than our past. The meeting in San on the 
Mateo saw a fine turn-out of civilian fans and severel fans it es 
home on 30-day "vacations" from the army. They all seemed back c 
quite eager to start the ball rolling and we are all looking at 2 x 
forward to the October meeting in San Franciscc. 
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My Favorite Rail- Photo 


from the collection of KEN KIDDER 
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ppeared 
f subh 
| keept This June 26th was the first time I had ever seen the 
respon-@ Amador Central, and at once it became my favorite road. 

. The § Number 7 was steamed up about 9 aeme at Martel enginehouse 

) places§and was ready to leave with seven cars at about 10 o'clock, 
it of Arthur Lloyd and myself followed the train in an automobile, 
fhe track was unbelieveably bad, and it was reported that 
the train had 14 derailments during the previous 12 dayse 

In one plece I noticed all the spikes had pulled out of 


il. three ties in a roWe Once we were just ready to take a 

will picture when a box car started rockinge Arthur yelled, "It's 
jan on the ground", and the crew stopped. They had not noticed 
‘ans it es the car was riding rough anyway. The crew had the car 
med back on the rails within 15 minutes. The train reached Ione 


king at 2 peme covering twelve miles in four hours. The only stop 
was for the bavetiunnk for a speed of a little over three 
niles per hour. 


The line is being relaid with new 70 pound rail and a 
new 44-ton diesel-electric is to replace the steam-power,. 

dune llth the new Number 8 started at Ione with a construction 
crew to relay the tracke Everything is being replaced with 
about 85% new ties. The orange-colored Electro-Motive diesel 
will power the freight when the track permits its operation. 
The crew of Number 7 were not happy about the prospect of 
Wing the small diesel to haul trains up the grade to Martell. 
Yumber 7 will be kept for standby service at Martel when the 
diesel takes over. 
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NAPA VALL#Y ELECTRIC CARS ON CREGON LUMFER ROAD 


Two former Napa Valley electric cars pictured at Camp 
Six of the Weyerhaeuser Timber Company ten miles north of 
Bly, Oregon, and sixty miles east of Klamath Falls, Oregon. 
Steel combination car 62 has been renumbered 706 and named 
"Sugar Pine". A niles trailer has been numbered 705 and 
named "Ponderosa". Both carry "Weyerhaeuser Timber Company" 
on the letterboards. They are used for hauling loggers 
between Sprague River, the junction with the Oregon-Californis 
and Eastern (Joint SP-GN), and the woods camp. 

--Philip Ce Johnson 
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THE YOSEMITE VALLEY RR. 





DECEMBER 18, 1902 
AUGUST 27, 1945 


. Last train over the 
YV. August 24, 1945. 
Bellevue, California 


As mixed-up as the whole abandonment were the 
last few days of operation of the Yosemite Valley 
Railway. Fridey, August 24th, was set for the last 
run of Y,V. trains #2 and #3. On Monday, August 20, 
. shortly after #2 passed over the Bagby bridge, drift 
wood under the structure caught fire and about one-hundred 
feet of the bridge burned to the ground. Train #3 was cancelled 
and Engine 28 tied up at #1 Portal. Wednesday the #23, 4-4-0, 
was fired up to take an extre to Merced Falls consisting of one 
empty hopper eastbound and three loaded hoppers of zinc concant- 
rated and a flat westbound. Thursday the train crew was taken 
to El Portal by auto. The 28 was fired up to haul all remaining 
cars down to Bagby so that the track could be torn up between 
the Nationel Lead's barities plant and west El Portal Yards, 
about a half-mile.. This section was immediately converted 60 
a truck road so that operation of the plant could continue. 
On August 24th, the Yosemite Valley Railway was in three sect- 
ions: Merced to Bagby bridge; Bagby bridge to the barities 
plant; and the El Portal yards. 


The last official run on August 24th consisted of Engine 
23 which left Merced at 3:17 PeMe with caboose #19 for the run 
to Merced Falls. Here two carloads of zinc, bound for Montana, 
were picked up, and a Yosemite Valley train rolled back to 
Merced for the last time. As far as railfans are concerned 
the road ceased when Engineer Pe. Je Shoup closed the 23's 
throttle at 5:18 PeMe on August 24, 1945. -- Al Kose 


An anti-climax was the sale of the line for the Bondholders 
September 7 on the steps of the San Francisco City Hall when 
Ae Re Perlman, "just a friend of Mr. Friedeberg", bid $585,000. 
Actually he paid a little over 4 % of that figure in cash as he 
deposited 96% of the outstanding bonds for the rest. His friend 
wr. Friedeberg of the Machine Tool and Equipment Company, who 
bid 28¢ on the dollar for the bonds some months back, will no- 
doubt be glad to scrap the line for him. 

/ 


"THE MISSING LINK" 

The burned out sect- 
ion of the Yosemite Valley 
Railwey's Bagby Bridge. 

The destruction of 
this section isolated #28 
and train at Bagby. It 
was rebuilt, and all equip-j 
ment moved to Merced by 
September 22nd. 
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UNIFIED TRANSIT PLANNED 


MUNI FRONTS FOR MARKET CARS 


Latest change in the Municipal Railway-Market 
Street consolidation is the repainting of the white 
fronts of the Market cars Muni yellow and blue. The 
sides remain green but the Market medallion is being 
painted over. All types of Market cars are getting 
the new paint, 100's, 800's, 900's and even cable cars. As 
yet the 1200's are the only ones to get an all-Muni paint job, 
the partial painting being applied spparently to avoid royalties 
on the patented white front. 


Two new street car tokens have appeared on the San Francisc 
street cars. A new brass Municipal Railway token based on the 
medallion pictured above, and a Califorriia Street Cable R. R. 
Company token of a light metal like the old Market token. These 
like the Market token are thicker than the regular tokens used 
by most California transit systems, though of the same diameter 
so that they will not fit out of town boxes. : 

The run sign-up for the consolidated system occurred withou 
the expected strike and some changes in barn assignments are 
planned. Line C will be transferred to Sutro Barn; #3 to Geary; 
K to Geneva, 335 (trolley bus) to Potroro. 

The new center track on harket between Valencia and Castro 
is now finished, and the outer track removed. A turn-off has 
been instelled at Castro, and it has been announced that peak- 
hour service on the #8 line, harket shuttle will be restored. 

Street car service on the #19 Larkin-Polk line was sus- 
pended September 24th; hereafter the district will be served 
by #19 line buses. 

Miunicipal Railway cers 166 and 208 are painted red, white 
and blue for blood Lonations. 

Bert Ward & Val Golding. 


SHIPYARD RAILAY CONTRACT EXPIRES 


The United States Maritime Commission contract 
with Key System for operation of the Richmond Ship- 
yard Reilway expired August Slst and has not been pe- 
newed. The Key System is still operating the line 
without any guarentee pending formal bid for owner- 

ship of the line. It is not known whether the Key will want 
the line or not, but from past experience. Incidentally 
the Maritime Commission contract with Pacific Electric for the 
Terminal Island service expired September 15th. 


KEY NOTES . 

The loop at the end of Key's #1 line at 104th and 14th 
street has been put in operation though the transfer shelters 
are yet to be finishede-JH Key crane car #1206 has been 
painted the new MW colors of grey and black. Key #495, ex-SN 
motor, has been seen with a new trusk overhaul. Apparently 
the former SH cars will see service for some timee-JC Key 
is now running bridge units in base service on the Richmond 
Shipyard Railway, but on&y one unit is used per schedule so 
that some passengers are being left at 40th.--Ed Wrrer 
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NEW POWER FOR THE WEST 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC GETS EASTERN LOCOMOTIVES 


ir 
Or" ®) 







The Southern Pacific has acquired ten 2-8-4!g 
2.) from the Boston & Maine, numbers 4000,-2,-5,-6,-9, 
(EIB ES) | -10,-12,-13,-14 and -19. They were delivered at El 
“aje7 1 Paso and renumbered 5500-3509 inclusive. They are 
coal burners and presumably will not be converted. 
The remaining SePe GS-l's, numbers 4401, 4402 and 4405 
have been transfered to T&NO and renumbered 711-713 inclusive. 
The entire GS-2 class has also been transfered to T&NO and 
presumably will recieve the road numbers 714-719. These 
engines are now being used in a pool which runs them clear into 
Los Angeles so T&NO engines are now seen in Los Angeles. 


SP. 2505, class 0-15, one of the smallest 2-8-0's on the 
system, has been transferred from the Rio Grande to the Portland 
Division. Among its unique features is a brakeman's shanty 
on the tender, similar to D&RGW practice. This is the first 
time this class of engine has been seen west of Yumae 

: --- Ge Me Best 





SANTA FE GETS EASTERN COAL BURNERS 
The Santa Fe has acquired seven 2-8-4's from 
ew the Boston & Maine, numbers 4001,-3,-4,-9,-11,-15 
ST ¥23 and -18. They were set up in the Karisas City 
Say region and renumbered 4193-4199 inclusive. The re- 
lettering is said to have been done by the B&M and 
is off Santa Fe standirde 
The Santa Fe has also acquired five Pennsylvania 2-€-2's 
and renumbered 860-884 Snclusive. -=- Ge lie Best 


TONOPAH & GOLDFIELD USING DIESELS 

Recently the Tonopah & Goldfield acquired two diesei-elec- 
trics on a six months lease from the government. These are 
1000hp locomotives, built by Alco in 1942, with six wheel 
trucks. With arrival of the "new" locomotives, the T&G oper- 
ates One round trip daily between Tonopah and Mina, in place 
of the former two steam trains, each operating in one direction 
deily,(Bxcept Saturday - Sunday with one train.) 

Should ths diesels be retained upon completion of the six 
months lease, five of the present seven steam locomotives will 
probably be scrapped or sold. e--G. M. Best 










Early this year the Nevada Copper Belt obtained a large 
0-6-0 Plymouth gasoline locomotive from the Grand Coulee Dam 
Project. It has been numbered #6 to conform with the roster. 
Service on the line is limited to one or two train movements 
per week. - Kauke & Rose 


VENTURA COUNTY” RAILRCAD ADDS TO ROSTER 
The Ventura County Railroad has added two locomotives 
to its roster. Number @ has been identified as Cascade Timber 










Company #107, Baldwin 1922 #55415. #3 seems to be Cooke 1923 
#5276, reported as Lamm Lumber Company #4+ Can anyone supply 
mre details? a 
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"EXPOSITION FLYER" TO BE STREAMLINED 


The above headline, first printed in The West- 
ern Railroader seven years ago, may soon become a 
reality. The three roads operating the Flyer have 
agreed to purchase 60 new cars for six streamlined 
trains complete with "vista dome" observation compartments, 
Disclosure came when one of the three roads (D&RGW) applied 
for court approval of its share in the $6,000,000 cost of the 
new equipment. Cars only are included in the above figure; 
motive power will cost an estimated $3,000,000 more. The 
companies announce that "luxury, comfort and fine service 
rather than speed" is to be emphasised. The Flyer is oper- 
ated by the Western Pacific, Burlington and Demver & R‘»° 
Grande Western. The W.P.'s share, based on its rail mileage, 
will be $2,220,200. 


CLEARING OUT THE YARDS 


T&T #10, 4-6-0,is being used by a contractor near Susuin- 
Ra‘rfield. T&l #9 is also in Northern California having run 
under its own power over the Santa Fe from Barstow. The 4-6-0 
is to be used at Stockton. -- Whittaker & Kauke 


Quincy RR #1 O0-4-4F will be sold to the Collins Pine Co., 
when the new diesel arrivss late in september. -Doug Richter 














~~ 

Movie Makers have returned to the Sierra Rallroad, #18 
has again been equipped with e false wooden cab, diamond stack 
"oil" headlight, and "circus-wagon" paint job. Letténing was 
"Tews RY". -- Al Rose. 

-#- 

Virginia & Truckee Railway has been rallying public sup,o 
following disclosure that the line was operating at 4 logs and 
needed more traffic to continue operation. The Carson City 
Chamber of Cormerce has called fcr "all-out aid" to the road, 

--- clippings from J.0. Goodell 


Base service on the State Belt Railroad of California 
operating on the San Francisco waterfront is 2ll-diesel with 
the arrival of 1000-hepe numbers 24 and 25. Some steamers 
are still used, but the big black and white diesel-electrics 
are most often seen. Guido & Whittaker 


The British Columbia Electric Railway has announced plans 
to convert street railway service at Victoria, B.C., to trolley 
bus. A combinetion of PCC's, trolley busses and gas busses 
are planned for Vancouver, BeCe, but operators are fighting 
the one-man FCCS8. 

WESTCRN LUMBER ROADS OFFER LOCOMOTIVES 

Advertisements in trade magazines in recent months have 
offered the following: 

Fruit Growers Supply, Westwood, Calif., one 2-80 for 
sale. veight on drivers 201,000; Tractive «ffort 435,000. 
(=x-R@d River Lumber Company equipment). e 

Yosemite Sugar Pine, ZOscar Iron & Metal, Stockton, Cale, 
Three shay type locomotives. 

Snoqualmie Falls Lumber Company, Snoqualmie Falls, Washs, 
Four rod engines up for sale. #1 2-8-2 Baldwin #44058, 

#2 2-8-2 Baldwin 44076, #5 2-8-2 Baldwin #55255, #6 2-6-2T 
Baldwin #563236 
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